In our second paper, by Dr Meera Roy and Sivasankaran Balaratnasingam, the plight of Australian Aborigines is discussed sympathetically. Here we have a culture that is little understood it seems, even in Australia, and the closest many readers will have come to appreciating the complexity of Aboriginal culture is through books like Bruce Chatwin's *Songlines*. The authors discuss the apparent excess of intellectual disability among Aborigines, which may be exacerbated by their cultural dislocation and consequent loss of their traditional relationship to the land and nature. Their history of appalling treatment by settlers from Europe has resulted in a cultural limbo, with high rates of drug and alcohol misuse, which fosters developmental disorders in the children of users. There are no culturally appropriate ways of measuring 'intelligence' in a people for whom the Western way of relating to the world is completely alien. This is a very thought-provoking essay on an important and neglected subject.

Finally, Dr Allen-Leigh and colleagues from Mexico present a qualitative account of the way in which adults with intellectual disability are benefiting from recently developed services that are designed to encourage their sense of independence and self-efficacy. This has come about in part through changes in societal attitudes and in part because of new legislation. Their conclusion, that it is particularly important to combine practical training with services to support greater social inclusion for people with intellectual disabilities, is applicable to all regions represented by these articles.
